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Motivation

ISSUES OF CITING ORTHOGRAPHIC FORMS IN CHINESE HISTORICAL DICTIONARIES



CHINESE LOGOGRAPHIC 
WRITING SYSTEM

• Alphabetic writing systems: Latin, Greek, …
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APPROACH IN HANYU 
DAZIDIAN 漢語大字典



APPROACH IN HANYU 
DAZIDIAN 漢語大字典

(Wang & Yang, 2024)



APPROACH IN
A SUPPLEMENT TO 
近現代漢語辭源
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APPROACH IN
A SUPPLEMENT TO 
近現代漢語辭源
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Tonkünstler-on-the-Bund (2026)



A Case Study

THE CATALOGUE OF THE JIRUILOU LIBRARY  稽瑞樓書目



THE CATALOGUE OF THE JIRUILOU LIBRARY

HOLOGRAPH FIRST EDITION
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Observing 
the 
Difference

1st edition, page4.leftHolograph, vol3, pp40.right
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The 
components 
change!

1st edition, page4.leftHolograph, vol3, pp40.right

矢 殳

口 儿
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They are 
totally 
different.

1st edition, page4.leftHolograph, vol3, pp40.right

:

:

:

‘elucidation’

‘subtleties’

‘brief’
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How about 
this one?

Holograph, vol3, pp39.left 1st edition, page1.left

‘teacher’
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It doesn’t 
matter.

Holograph, vol3, pp39.left 1st edition, page1.left

‘teacher’



GRAPHEME V.S 
ALLOGRAPH
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GRAPHEME V.S 
ALLOGRAPH

• Phoneme V.S (Free) Allophone

[kʰæt] / [kʰæt ̚ ] ‘cat’ — [t] vs [t ̚ ]
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GRAPHEME V.S 
ALLOGRAPH

• Phoneme V.S (Free) Allophone

[kʰæt] / [kʰæt ̚ ] ‘cat’ — [t] vs [t ̚ ]

• Morpheme V.S (Free) Allomorph

learned [lɜːnd] / learnt [lɜːnt] —

past tense marker -ed vs -t
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Different 
Graphemes

1st edition, page4.leftHolograph, vol3, pp40.right
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Different 
Allographs 
(of the same 
grapheme)

Holograph, vol3, pp39.left 1st edition, page1.left
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Things are 
not always 
that simple.

Holograph, vol3, pp38.right 1st edition, page2.right

‘volume’
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Things are 
not always 
that simple.

Holograph, vol3, pp38.right 1st edition, page2.right

丷
‘volume’
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They are two 
different 
graphemes.

Holograph, vol3, pp38.right 1st edition, page2.right

丷
‘volume’
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How about 
this one?

Holograph, vol3, pp38.right 1st edition, page2.right
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How about 
this one?

Holograph, vol3, pp38.right 1st edition, page2.right

丷
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How about 
this one?

Holograph, vol3, pp38.right 1st edition, page2.right

丷
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How about 
this one?

Holograph, vol3, pp38.right 1st edition, page2.right

丷

已 巳
‘si (the sixth Earthly Branch)’‘already’
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Are they 
different 
graphemes?

Holograph, vol3, pp38.right Holograph, vol3, pp38.right

已 巳
‘si (the sixth Earthly Branch)’‘already’
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When Is an Ideograph a 
Distinct Grapheme?

• Is the same stylistic feature also attested 
in printed books?

• Is this feature always present when the 
scribe (here, the author himself) wrote 
this character?

• Would the scribe have written the same 
character in the same way if asked to 
produce a full-sized version on a 
plaque?
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When Is an Ideograph a 
Distinct Grapheme?

• Is the same stylistic feature also attested 
in printed books?

• Is this feature always present when the 
scribe (here, the author himself) wrote 
this character?

• Would the scribe have written the same 
character in the same way if asked to 
produce a full-sized version on a 
plaque?
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Fsung Font: A proxy of book forms

• Is the same stylistic feature also attested 
in printed books?

• Is this feature always present when the 
scribe (here, the author himself) wrote 
this character?

• Would the scribe have written the same 
character in the same way if asked to 
produce a full-sized version on a 
plaque?
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Fsung Font: A proxy of book forms

• Is the same stylistic feature also attested 
in printed books?

• Is this feature always present when the 
scribe (here, the author himself) wrote 
this character?

• Would the scribe have written the same 
character in the same way if asked to 
produce a full-sized version on a 
plaque?

已
‘already’

✘
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When Is an Ideograph a 
Distinct Grapheme?

• Is the same stylistic feature also attested 
in printed books?

• Is this feature always present when the 
scribe (here, the author himself) wrote 
this character?

• Would the scribe have written the same 
character in the same way if asked to 
produce a full-sized version on a plaque?



F
R

O
M

 M
A

N
U

S
C

R
IP

T
 

T
O

 P
R

IN
T

33

When Is an Ideograph a 
Distinct Grapheme?

• Is the same stylistic feature also attested 
in printed books?

• Is this feature always present when the 
scribe (here, the author himself) wrote 
this character?

• Would the scribe have written the same 
character in the same way if asked to 
produce a full-sized version on a plaque?
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When Is an Ideograph a 
Distinct Grapheme?

• Is the same stylistic feature also attested 
in printed books?

• Is this feature always present when the 
scribe (here, the author himself) wrote 
this character?

• Would the scribe have written the same 
character in the same way if asked to 
produce a full-sized version on a plaque?
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Are they 
different 
graphemes?

Holograph, vol3, pp38.right Holograph, vol3, pp38.right

已 巳
‘si (the sixth Earthly Branch)’‘already’
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Are they 
different 
graphemes?

Holograph, vol3, pp38.right Holograph, vol3, pp38.right

已 巳
‘si (the sixth Earthly Branch)’‘already’

No, they are 
allographs of 
the same 
grapheme
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A collation of the Katherine 
Group (MS Bodley 34)

（Furuskog, 1946)

•boltle / bottle

• est / eft ‘soon after’
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A collation of the Katherine 
Group (MS Bodley 34)

（Furuskog, 1946)

•boltle / bottle

• est / eft ‘soon after’

(D'ardenne & Tolkien, 1947)
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A side note
Holograph, vol3, pp38.right 1st edition, page2.left

‘orphan’
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A side note
Holograph, vol3, pp38.right 1st edition, page2.left

‘orphan’

孤
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A side note
Holograph, vol3, pp38.right 1st edition, page2.left

‘orphan’

孤when it comes to cursive…



Implications



HOW MANY 
CHANGES WERE 
MADE IN 1ST 
EDITION?

450 grapheme pairs 
out of 117 pages
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Li (2025)



CHANGES ARE DIRECTIONAL
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CHANGES ARE DIRECTIONAL
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CHANGES ARE DIRECTIONAL
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为什么会有这种
变化？有可能是
因为弯的比直的
好画，两画比三
画好画



CHANGES ARE DIRECTIONAL
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• Findings:
1. Changes are significant
2. Printers often replace forms with 

stylised variants

“

”
KEY TAKE-AWAYS



• Future research:
1. Are stylised forms more common 
in print vs manuscripts?
2. Do publishers use consistent 
styles?

“

”
KEY TAKE-AWAYS



• Implications for dictionaries:
First edition reflects print orthography, 
but most like not author’s usage.

“

”
KEY TAKE-AWAYS



• Theoretical issue:
When are forms different graphemes vs 
variants?

Proposal:
Focus on intended abstract form
Same intention → allographs, not 
separate graphemes

“

”
KEY TAKE-AWAYS



Thank you!
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